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Third Sunday Advent Year A. 11th December 2022. Patience in Hardship.  

From time immemorial, hardship has been part of human exitance; it has been going on and will 

continue to be as long as we remain mortal. In the book of Genesis 3:16-17, God pronounces judgment 

on our first parents, assuring them of the coming hardships, by extension, we are part of this hardship. 

However, The LORD is good to those who depend on him, to those who search for him or hope in him 

(Lam 3:25). Amidst every hardship of this life, God will never forsake those who turn to him for mercy.  

Today, Saint James, in our second reading, addresses his listeners with these words, “be patient, 

brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord.” His letter is a collection of practical instructions. 

At that time, there was a manipulation of the poor by the rich. It was an aristocracy system of 

governance that was in place which made life so difficult for people to bear, and faith of the masses 

was declining. James admonished people to be patient and not lose hope. He uses the analogy of a 

farmer who waits patiently for the precious fruit of the earth. He further appeals to them to bear with 

one another, to avoid unnecessary complaints about one another. Very often we say to those who 

advised us about being patient: hmmm! you will not understand, it is only those who are affected that 

will understand the pain or only the wearer knows where the shoe pinches.  

It's no doubt that being patient is difficult, most especially when we experience disappointment and 

rejection from those who are supposed to love and defend us; but impatient, never solves any problem, 

"what patience does not give lack of it shall never give”. Mother Teresa of Avila advises us, “Let 

nothing disturb you. Let nothing frighten you. All things pass away. God never changes.  Patience 

obtains all things. He who has God lack nothing.  God alone suffices.” Therefore, beloved in Christ, 

patient is still the best option as long as we live. The prophet of old, men and women of faith in the 

Bible, also experienced hardships during their lifetime, but they were patient and waited upon the Lord, 

just as the psalmist said, “I waited patiently until the Lord hears me” (40:1). In reality no one experience 

hardship as our Blessed Mother watching her son nailed on the cross, but she was patience and continue 

to do the will of God. 

In the First reading, the prophet Isaiah said to those whose hearts are frightened: Be strong and never 

fear because God will vindicate you, reward, and save you; as proclaimed by the psalmist: Lord come 

and safe us.  

This prophecy of Isaiah was fulfilled in our gospel reading today; when John sent his disciples to ask 

Jesus a question about the coming Messiah: Jesus told them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 

the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and 

the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” The gospel acclamation affirms this in Isaiah 61:1 

and Luke 4:18. “The spirit of the lord if upon me, because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to 

the poor.” 

Beloved in Christ as we journey through this advent, let us continue to be patient with one another, and 

with ourselves as we await the coming messiah who will come with vindication, with divine 

recompense. Then he will open our eyes to see his goodness, our ear to hear and understands his words, 

and our tongue to proclaim his messages to the world.  

Peace,  

Fr.  Jingbe Simon 


